
Odessa Burch, NCP resident of 
40 yrs and founder of Welcome 
New Neighbors, made her transi-
tion on Christmas Day surrounded 
by family and close friends.  Mrs. 
Burch was a strong advocate for 
our neighborhood and worked 
hard to make sure NCP was great 
place to call home.  She was a 
mentor, friend, and example of 
good will to many. Her support 
and presence will missed - she 
was a mother to our neighbor-
hood.  Mrs. Burch will be missed 
by many and never forgotten. 

North City Park Neighborhood JaNuary 2014

PO Box 7562
Denver, CO 80207

Welcome New Members: Donahue Hayes and Mike & 
Ann Wacker

Renewed Members: Ms. Geraldine Blair

Businesses: Laura’s Sewing

NCPCA Membership: 
$15/Year, per household $5/Year Seniors, per household 
$25/Year Businesses/Churches/etc.

NCPCA General Membership Meeting
Special Event | Neighborhood Safety
Tuesday, January 28, 2014
Scott United Methodist Church
2800 N. Garfield St., 6:30 PM
All residents encouraged to attend

NCPCA Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, January 14, 2014
Scotts United Methodist Church 
2800 N. Garfield St., 6:30 PM
All residents are welcome

NCPCA Board of Directors
Deborah Fard, President dsimsfard@aol.com  
 303-333-6103
Kyle Shelton, Vice President kyle_shelton@comcast.net
 303-884-8824
Bobbie Brown, Secretary BBrown2920@aol.com
Gerald Hamel, Treasurer ghamel@loveuprising.org
Ollie Brown bolliewood60@yahoo.com
Erma Bingham EBingham@RMHumanServices.org 

NCPCA Committee Chairs

Buddy System Tammi Robson

Welcome New Neighbor & Ollie Brown 
Sky Walkers

Safety Open Seat

Zoning Kyle Shelton 
 Glenn Hanley
 Reggie Groiweil

Newsletter Deborah Fard
 Cynthia Martin
Email articles & photos to 
dsimsfard@aol.com

Denise Dambrackas dD@medullastudio.com 
Larry Sondgeroth LarrySoldMyHome@aol.com

NCP Important Numbers
District Two Community Resource
Technician Reyes Trujillo reyes.trujillo@denvergov.org
Police Non-Emergency 720-913-2000
Graffiti, Illegal Dumping, other city related issues 311

www.northcitypark.com

North City Park/Skyland is one of three neighborhoods selected by the City’s Department of 
Environmental Health to pilot a brand new project:  the Sustainable Neighborhoods Network.  We 
will be ramping up our existing programs and creating new ones to help neighbors save energy 
and live a more sustainable life.  

Would you like to find ways to cut the energy costs of your home?  How about a recycling bin?  
Do you pine for your own little garden plot at the Barrett Elementary Urban Garden?  Would you 
like help starting a community garden on your block?  Join us!

With enough neighborhood participation and projects, we can be an “Outstanding Sustainable 
Neighborhood” and receive custom signs for our neighborhood.  Some of the current project ideas 
include:  

1) Summer Sustainability Fair with booths and demonstrations to help neighbors learn about 
ways to cut energy costs, learn about gardening, recycle batteries, etc.; 

2) Urban Gardening Program with workshops, demonstrations, and assistance for building gar-
den beds; and

3) AlleyScape!: Support for neighbors who want to beautify their alley with flower plantings, art 
installations, or general cleanup.

We are open to YOUR ideas!  This is an amazing opportunity for our neighborhood to be in the 
spotlight and show the rest of Denver what a great place North City Park is!

For more information, contact NCPCA Board member, Karen Derrick-Davis at 303-997-6619 or 
karendd@earthlink.net.

In March (details to come), come to the Kick-Off Event to get your 2 free LED light bulbs, learn 
more, and decide how you would like to be involved.   Watch this newsletter for upcoming events 
and key dates! 

North City Park selected for City’s
Sustainable Neighborhoods Network!

Neighborhood Angel Gets Her Wings
by deborah SimS-Fard

For more information about Odessa Burch, 
visit http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_24785346/denver-carolers-give-community-staple-last-holiday-wish
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Welcome
New
Neighbors
Committee
Meeting
“Guess what? You are a winner! If you are a new 
neighbor to NCP our Welcome New Neighbor 
Committee (WNNC), has a gift for you! If you know 
of a new neighbor, please provide their information to 
WNNC coordinator, Ollie Brown at 303-320-5678 
mailto:303-320-5678/bolliewood60@yahoo.com.”

The Welcome New Neighbors Committee meeting is 
Thursday, January 16, 2014 (3pm-4pm) at the Denver 
Firehouse #10, 3200 Steele St., Denver 80205

Ollie
WNNC Coordinator
bolliewood60@yahoo.com

Board News
MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE

ANNUAL  GREAT DENVER CLEANUP!

Saturday, April 26, 2014
It only happens once a year. Don’t miss out!

Plan your household, neighborhood and block 
cleanups...take advantage of FREE  Drop sites.

Collection trucks will be set up around the 
city of Denver for residents and neighborhood 
groups to bring excess household debris and 
yard waste for FREE disposal and recycling.

Drop site locations will be announced early 2014.

Sponsored by Keep Denver Beautiful/Denver 
Solid Waste Management 

For more information call 3-1-1

REMINDER
March 2014 will be the North City Park annual 
meeting.  Elections will be held.

Neighborhood Treasures
kareN derriCk-daviS

Did you get a guitar for Christmas that needs a basic set up?  
Have an electric bass that needs a tune up? Want to have a 
custom-made electric guitar that is the coolest EVER? Look 
no further than your North City Park neighbor, Hackl Guitars!  
Justin Hackl repairs and builds custom guitars in the garage 
of his Skyland home at 3139 Milwaukee (call or email before 
stopping by).  When we visited, he was working on two custom 
guitars (a Christmas present and a wedding present). Justin is 
a musician and knows guitars.  He is a certified luthier and he 
specializes in a quick turnaround time.  He plays in the band, 
Native Daughters, and all the band members use his custom 
guitars and basses.  Keep business local and take your electric 
guitar business to Justin! Justin@hacklguitars.com; 
www.hacklguitars.com; 720-998-7663

Denver Plans Half-Day “Power Prep”
Session for job seekers in hospitality industry 

The Denver Office of Economic Development (OED) is launching a series of fast-paced, intensive, 
free workshops designed to help job-seekers in various high-growth industries. The first workshop, 
set for Tuesday, January 28 at the Denver Workforce Center at 1391 N. Speer, will feature employ-
ers and recruitment experts in the hospitality industry.
 
“In a sense, people don’t come to Denver Workforce Centers to spend time in different training 
sessions—they come to find a job,” said Ledy Garcia-Eckstein, acting director of OED Workforce 
Development. “So we’re packing a great mix of storytelling, insider tips, and motivational encour-
agement into these half-day sessions. We want to give job-seekers every advantage we can to open 
up doors and direct them to a range of immediate opportunities.”
 
The January 28 series kickoff, “Power Prep: Supercharge your career in the hospitality  industry,” 
will be hosted by Stephanie Van Cleve, the deputy director of the Colorado Hotel & Lodging As-
sociation who also chairs Denver’s Workforce Investment Board. Van Cleve will moderate a panel 
of hospitality veterans who will tell their stories about their own careers and provide inside tips on 
how to pursue your own.
  
Space is limited, and reservations are required by January 21. Details and information at 
720-865-5580 or denvergov.org/oed.

We appreciate all who supported the NCP 
Annual Chili Dinner Friendraiser.  We raised 
$150.00 Next Year will be bigger and better.

If you are interested in volunteering to plan 
this event, please let us know.

Buddy News

Thank You
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Join NCPCA
There is strength in numbers!

q $15 Year/Family
q $5 Year/Senior
q $25 Year/Business/Church

Name(s):

Address:

Phone(s):

Email(s):

Would you like to volunteer?
q Deliver Newsletter q Be a Block Captain
q Serve on Committee q Other

Mail Check to
NCPCA - PO Box 7562

Denver, CO 80207

3435 e. 28th ave, denver, Co 80205
303.870.2288

on Walnut hill

Jazzercise - 60 minute aerobic and

strength training class;         

 Express - 30 min cardio and strength;

BS - 45 minute strength training class

Babysitting offered at the  MWF 9:30am classes

Neighborhood Circles
NCPCA is looking for “A FEW GOOD 
HOSTS.”  Beginning early 2014, NCPCA 
needs 12 residents to host a Neighborhood 
Circle Potluck night at their home.  NCPCA 
encourages neighbors to come together to talk 
about how to build a safer, stronger community 
Block by Block.

    NCPCA will send invitations to all the 
neighbors on the host’s block, and provide 
$50 towards refreshments.  NCPCA will also 
provide a facilitator to lead discussions on 
strengthening our community.

    The objective of the Neighborhood Circles 
is for neighbors to get to know one another 
and share their visions on how to build a safer 
and more vibrant community.  NCPCA wants 
to hear directly from you on how NCPCA can 
help fulfill these visions of a stronger, healthier 
community.  NCPCA urges you to get involved 
in your community starting on your block by 
hosting a Neighborhood Circle.

    For more information or to sign up, please 
contact Gerald Hamel at 720.276.1386 or 
ghamel@loveuprising.org.

Eye on the Hood:

Bushes, shrubs and trees can offer an intruder 
places to hide and camouflage signs of a 
break-in. Trim back any overgrown vegetation 
so that your home’s windows, porches and 
doors are visible to neighbors and passersby.

Use shades, drapes and other window treat-
ments to keep potentially tempting household 
items out of view. Burglary is sometimes a 
crime of opportunity and “window-shopping” 
is one way criminals choose potential targets.

Be sure not to draw undue attention to your 
home by discarding empty boxes at the curb 
with your trash -- a big problem during the 
holidays.
“By putting out boxes from a new flat-screen 
television, video game system, a laptop com-
puter or other expensive home electronics at 
the curb, you’re showing a potential burglar 
exactly what new and valuable items are now 
available in your home,”  

“The best deterrent for crime and therefore 
safety for your home and family is to install 
motion-sensing security,” says Glenn Dopfel, 
exterior lighting merchant at Home Depot. 
“Motion-sensing security lights are ... acti-
vated when motion is detected and the sudden 
change from darkness to the bright light will 
not only startle intruders, but also provide a 
visual alert to the homeowner and neighbors.”

All entry doors should be solid wood or steel-
wrapped wood-core doors. Hollow-core doors 
or rickety old wood-panel doors can be kicked 
in easily and don’t offer much of a deterrent. 
New solid (slab) doors cost around $100. In-
stallation, of course, will cost extra. However, 
an experienced home handyman can tackle the 
job with the help of instructions.
For existing doors with windows, installing 
a protective barrier of quarter-inch Plexiglas 
over any existing glass. Attached properly, it 
can prevent the burglar from breaking the win-
dow and either opening the door’s lock from 
the inside or getting into the house through the 
opening.

   “A deadbolt should be installed on every 
exterior entry door,” says Melissa Richards, 
Home Depot’s safety and security merchant, 
adding that the bolt should have a throw of 
at least one inch. Insurance companies and 
locksmiths recommend Grade 1 or Grade 2 
American National Standards Institute dead-
bolt locks on exterior entryways.

But the best form of protection is to simply 
lock all your doors and windows whenever 
you leave your home. “It’s amazing how many 
people don’t do that, and yet it’s the simplest 
and best thing anyone can do.”

 These tips come to you from;
National Crime Prevention Council.

Home Safety Tips

Neighborhood ALERT!
Early Monday morning at 3:30 am a drive by 
shooting took place at the address of 3015 
Adams st. 10 rounds of ammunition went off 
potentially endangering neighbors. Please 
remember north city park is a crime and drug 
free neighborhood.  As a neighborhood we 
must unite and stand against this criminal 
activity. 

Do not hesitate to call Denver Police, and 
report any suspicious behavior on our 
streets and within problem homes. The only 
way to alleviate this activity is to remain cog-
nizant of your surrounding area and speaking 
up. If we turn our heads, those criminals main-
tain the notion that this activity is acceptable. 
The association meeting on January 28th will 
address these topics and what type of activity 
encourages these acts of violence. We must 
alleviate the gang and drug activity by being 
informed and taking action.



Smiley Alumni Time Capsule Project 
by dr. adrieNNe bryaNt

In this final school year of Smiley Middle School, we are undertaking the task of documenting our legacy in a Smiley Alumni Yearbook and Smiley 
Alumni Time Capsule Project.  

Smiley Middle School is located at 26th and Holly. Smiley Junior High school opened in 1928 with a student body of 350.  Smiley grew steadily, 
peaking in the 70’s, and then declining in numbers with desegregation and the opening of new schools in Northeast Denver.

Smiley’s is named in tribute to Emeritus Superintendent William H. Smiley PhD (1854 -1934). Dr. Smiley placed in motion a standard of excellence 
and equality that has persisted throughout the Smiley years. 

We invite students, faculty, and staff, past and present to be active in two ways.  First, you can participate in the Smiley Alumni Yearbook by up-
loading your Smiley legacy. Photos can be uploaded to www.entourageyearbooks.com  - Find Your School Tab (upper right corner).  Type: Smiley 
Alumni Yearbook.  You can upload photos and buy your yearbook.   Password: cougars2014.   Your submission will be published pending receipt of 
your email information to Cindy Eastman cindy.s.eastman@gmail.com or Adrienne Bryant,  adrienne_bryant@dpsk12.org.  All submissions must be 
received by March 16th, 2014.

If you have questions, please contact, Cindy Eastman,  cindy.s.eastman@gmail.com , 303-517-6806  or Adrienne N. Bryant 720 424-1621 
adrienne_bryant@dpsk12.org .  Please share this information with your alumni friends.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29 30 31 1

Happy
New Year

2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10
House Plant

Appreciation Day

11

12 13 14
6:30 pm

Board Meeting
Scotts United

Methodist Church

15

National Hat Day

16
3-4 pm
WNN

Denver Firehouse #10, 
3200 Steele St

17 18

Winnie the Pooh 
Day

19 20

Dr. Martin Luther 
King Day

21 22

Denver Zoo
Free Day

23

Art Musuem
Free Day

24

Compliment Day
(Say something nice
to your neighbor).

25

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

Look for Home Sales in North 
City Park in the February Issue
Proudly provided by your neighborhood real estate expert: 

Larry Sondgeroth of Mavin Realty. Call for details, 720-298-5434.

January

Join us
get your membership today


