
• Help or encourage your neighbors to sign up for a purple recycling bin?
• Attend a workshop at the Barrett Urban Garden?
• Join the North City Park Urban Agriculture Network?
• Help organize the Summer Sustainability Fair?
• Sign up for an Energy Audit of your home?
• Recruit neighbors to beautify your alley through the AlleyScapes project?
Any of these activities will earn SNCP credits and get us closer to our 
designation as an Outstanding Sustainable Neighborhood in Denver!  It will 

take a little bit from many people for us to earn our credits.  
Did you get the survey in the mail? You still have a chance to get your 2 free LED bulbs if you 
complete the survey by March 31st.  Email sustainablenorthcitypark@gmail.com to learn where 
to turn in your survey—or, simply, complete the online version at https://www.surveymonkey.
com/s/36ZH79C. Learn more at www.sustainablenorthcitypark.org or on Facebook (Sustainable 
North City Park)
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PO Box 7562
Denver, CO 80207

Welcome New Members: Keith and Meagan Blauth

NCPCA Membership: 
$15/Year, per household $5/Year Seniors, per household 
$25/Year Businesses/Churches/etc.

NCPCA General Membership Meeting
Special Event | Annual Meeting
Special Guest | Beth McCann
Tuesday, March 25, 2014
Scott United Methodist Church
2800 N. Garfield St., 6:30 PM
All residents encouraged to attend

NCPCA Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, March 13, 2014
Scotts United Methodist Church 
2800 N. Garfield St., 6:30 PM
All residents are welcome

NCPCA Board of Directors
Deborah Fard, President dsimsfard@aol.com  
 303-333-6103
Kyle Shelton, Vice President kyle_shelton@comcast.net
 303-884-8824
Bobbie Brown, Secretary BBrown2920@aol.com
Gerald Hamel, Treasurer ghamel@loveuprising.org
Ollie Brown bolliewood60@yahoo.com
Erma Bingham EBingham@RMHumanServices.org 

NCPCA Committee Chairs

Buddy System 

Welcome New Neighbor & Ollie Brown 
Sky Walkers

Safety Open Seat

Zoning Kyle Shelton 
 Glenn Hanley
 Reggie Groiweil

Newsletter Deborah Fard
 Cynthia Martin
Email articles & photos to 
dsimsfard@aol.com

Denise Dambrackas dD@medullastudio.com 
Larry Sondgeroth LarrySoldMyHome@aol.com

NCP Important Numbers
District Two Community Resource
Technician Reyes Trujillo reyes.trujillo@denvergov.org
Police Non-Emergency 720-913-2000
Graffiti, Illegal Dumping, other city related issues 311

www.northcitypark.com

Consider an energy audit of your home!  To get all your questions answered, attend the upcoming 
Home Energy Workshop:
Wed, 03/12/2014 - 6:00pm - 7:00pm
Montclair Rec Center | 729 Ulster Way, Denver, CO | RSVP to 720-865-5520

Who Can Attend? Any resident who lives in the City & County of Denver looking to find:
• Ways to improve the efficiency of their home.
• Options to finance wanted or necessary upgrades.
 

Come to this FREE workshop to learn:
• How Energy Efficiency Improvements Can Benefit Your Home & How To Prioritize
• What An Energy Audit Entails
• Do’s and Do Not’s Of Energy Efficiency For Older Homes
• What Incentives and Low-Cost Energy Loans Are Available For Your Projects

Experts from the Denver Energy Challenge will be presenting and answering questions from 
homeowners. Interactive tools will be displayed by a home energy auditor from GB3 Energy So-
lutions so that attendees can see what a home energy audit is all about.  Call 720-865-5520 to sign 
up or learn more.

Sustainable North City Park Go Green Tip

Sustainable North City Park (SNCP):
How will you make a difference?

March 25, 2014  (6:30pm), NCP will hold elections in March during our Annual Meeting, in ad-
dition District 8 Representative Beth McCann will bring NCP up date on legislative issues.  We 
encourage all members to come elect new officers, renew memberships,  sign up for committees 
and volunteer opportunities that will help our neighborhood.  

This March we will have five seats up for election Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, and  Board seat.  
If you are in good standing ( member, paid dues, and have attended at least five meeting in 2013-
2014) you are encouraged to consider a leadership role in your neighborhood. Please let a board 
member know of your intentions and we will place you on the ballot.

NCP ANNuAl MeeTiNG - BoArd eleCTioN

7:15     Representative Beth McCann
7:30     Election Results and Meet and Greet
8:00 Adjourned

6:30     Check In/Welcome
6:35     Neighborhood Crime Report
6:40     Introduction of Candidates
            Ballot Voting

AGENDA

Follow us on twitter: skyland5280
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Welcome
New
Neighbors
Committee
Meeting
“Guess what? You are a winner! If you are a new 
neighbor to NCP our Welcome New Neighbor 
Committee (WNNC), has a gift for you! If you know 
of a new neighbor, please provide their information to 
WNNC coordinator, Ollie Brown at 303-320-5678 
mailto:303-320-5678/bolliewood60@yahoo.com.”

The Welcome New Neighbors Committee meeting is 
Thursday, March 20, 2014 (3pm-4pm) at the Denver 
Firehouse #10, 3200 Steele St., Denver 80205

Ollie
WNNC Coordinator
bolliewood60@yahoo.com

Board News

NCP Year in Review
Year 2013 was an extremely busy year and we 
had many accomplishments:

• Established Barrett/Community Garden
• Arts of Mind Summer Camp ( Graffiti 

Prevention).
• Board Training
• NCP monthly newsletter
• Neighborhood Visioning Workshops
• Neighborhood Sustainability Status
• Annual Chili Dinner (neighborhood fund-

raiser)
• Neighborhood Circles ( Block Captains)
• Snow Buddy Program ( Senior snow 

removal)
• Sky Walkers ( Golden Girls walking group)
• Zoning Team
• Walnut District Business Clean up.
• Annual Meeting and elections back on 

track.

We can accomplish more with your support, 
send in your membership and volunteer.

North City Park to Participate in 
denver day and National Night out

The urban Gardener
by Clara Morris

low Cost Trees From denver diggs

The Park People’s Denver Digs Trees annual tree distribution 
and sale is just around the corner.  During the past 25 years 
more than 46,000 trees have been planted in our City.  With 
the recent discovery of Emerald Ash Borer in Boulder, pro-
tecting and enhancing the Denver’s urban forest is more im-
portant now than ever.  Help improve Air/Water Quality and 
Property Values.  Applications are available now for free and 
reduced cost trees.  The deadline to apply is Feb, 15, 2014. 
visit www.TheParksPeople.org. or call 303-722-6262.

Women’s history
Golda Meir
(1898–1978) 1985 Teach-
er, kibbutznik and politician 
who became the fourth Prime 
Minister of Israel

Justina Ford
(1871–1952) 1985 Den-
ver’s first black woman phy-
sician

Sabella Bird
(1831–1904) 1985 Ex-
plorer, writer, and natural 
historian

Emily Griffith 
(1868–1947) 1985 Pioneer 
of adult education, founder of 
the Emily Griffith Opportu-
nity School

Chipeta
(1843/4–1924) 1985 Second wife of Chief Ouray of the Uncompahgre Ute 
tribe, she led her people after his death in 1880. Chipeta used diplomacy to try to 
achieve peace with the white immigrants to Colorado and often represented the 
Utes as a delegate to lobby the US Congress.

eye on the Hood

Believing that strong communities create a stronger city, Mayor Michael B. Hancock is proud 
to launch Denver Days, a new citywide effort to help neighbors get to know each other and get 
involved with their communities by throwing block parties, organizing service projects and host-
ing neighborhood activities. The city has paved the way for our 2nd year of Denver Days, which 
begins August 2 and runs through August 10, by streamlining the process and providing a tool 
kit to help make it easy. See some great event ideas below to get you started today! If you have 
further questions, feel free to contact us at denverdays@denver 
gov.org 

In addition about a dozen Denver neighborhoods hosted National Night Out events on Tuesday to 
promote community safety. This year’s gatherings coincided with Denver Days and gave locals 
a chance to connect with law enforcement and discuss crime prevention. In the last decade, more 
Colorado communities have been participating in National Night Out. The National Association of 
Town Watch, a nonprofit that promotes neighborhood safety, introduced the evening event in 1984. 
It’s held annually on the first Tuesday in August — Texas participates in October — and includes 
over 37 million people and 15,000 communities from all 50 states, according to the NATW’s web-
site.

Both the National Night Out and the new city program Denver Days, Aug. 3-11, are designed to 
help people get involved in their communities. Each event was unique, some were ice cream so-
cials, others barbecues and a couple featured movies.”This (community interaction) is really what 
the heart and soul of what Denver Days is all about,” Hancock said.

“North City Park was included in the National Night Out Proclamation 2012 as one of Denver’s 
first neighborhoods to celebrate this event – let’s keep the party going,” Deborah Fard.

Read More – Denver Post
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Join NCPCA
There is strength in numbers!

q $15 Year/Family
q $5 Year/Senior
q $25 Year/Business/Church

Name(s):

Address:

Phone(s):

Email(s):

Would you like to volunteer?
q Deliver Newsletter q Be a Block Captain
q Serve on Committee q Other

Mail Check to
NCPCA - PO Box 7562

Denver, CO 80207

Former Y News

Community Announcements

Clever Coyote
Dear Clever Coyote, 

What is Gentrification and how can we all live 
together respectfully in NCP?

Dearest “not a gentrifier”

Word has it that Gentrification is happening 
in Near Northeast Denver. Gentrification is “a 
shift in an urban community toward wealthier 
residents and/or businesses and increasing 
property values, sometimes to the detriment of 
the poorer residents of the community. (Wiki- 
pedia) But, it is not the mere act of moving into 
a neighborhood that makes you a “gentri- fier”; 
it’s what you do once you get there.

If you come into someone’s home, do you 
immediately start rearranging it and moving 
furniture in? Do you throw away their family 
photo albums and tell them they have to go to 
bed at an earlier time or play their music at a 
lower volume?
No, of course not. You get to know each other, 
decide if you get along, and, once your host 
has decided you can stay, you ask politely if 
there is space to put your stuff. So why do you 
think you can move into someone else’s neigh-
borhood and start making it over as your own? 
Why do you think you can move into some- 
one’s ancestral land and start taking it over, 
evicting them from their homes and pushing 
out their businesses?

Here is a list of things you can do to avoid be-
ing a “gentrifier”: 
1. Smile and say hi to your neighbors every 

time you see them, even if they seem scary 
or don’t say “Hi” back. Sometimes it takes 
time to build a rapport and gain the trust of 
the community. 

2. Really think before you call the police. Ask 
yourself, is this something that can be fixed 
by a simple conversation? Did a violent 
crime just happen? Then, of course you 
should call the police! But your neighbor 
playing their music too loud is not a po-
lice issue. Remember many communities 
have experienced, and still experience, real 
trauma at the hands of the police.

3. Refuse to complain about a problem unless 
you are willing to play an active part in the 
solution.

4. Donate and/or volunteer at local organiza-
tions that build solidarity and add capacity.

5. Shop local and small. 
6. Recognize Denver has a very unique and 

vibrant history and culture, and you were 
at- tracted to this city because of the energy 
that is already here. You should be here to 
add to that history and culture, not to erase 
it. And remember, you don’t gain culture by 
eating a burrito. You gain culture by engag-
ing in a real and meaningful manner with 
the person who makes the burrito.

(adapted from an article by Dannette Lambert 
who is a community organizer and resident in 
Oakland, CA.)

Tell all there is also local free face to face tax 
service via the Piton Foundation (a partner of 
the Center for African American Health) at 
Emily Griffith Opportunity School (Saturday 
days), Manual High School and at Mont-
bello High School (Thursday evenings).  The 
Center will also have ObamaCare enrollment 
guides there to help those without insurance 
get their premium costs down.  Some folks 
are paying $25.00 a month for insurance!  
But you’ve got to visit a Connect for Health 
CO (the exchange) certified Health Coverage 
Guide with the Center to get it done right.  
The state exchange is the only place to get 
federal subsidies.  Many ‘young invincible’ 
folks say they don’t want health insurance.  
We can show them how to pay zero premi-
ums - keep it movin’.
 
See http://www.caahealth.org/index.cfm/
ID/20/Events?Edate=02/08/2014 for loca-
tions of these free services.
Free File is available only at IRS.gov/freefile.  
Free File is available January 17 through 
October 15. 

Free Tax Service
Denver Boxing Academy-Wellness & Fitness 
& Love UpRising have reopened the former 
East Denver YMCA.  Come work out in our 
Cardio Fitness Weight Room or enroll in 
some our fitness training programs. Our hours 
are Monday through Saturday 8AM to 9PM.  
Outside of these hours were are available by 
appointment.  Membership with full weight 
room and boxing gym access is $25/month for 
Skyland Residents.

Current Classes:
Non-Contact Boxing Fitness Class (1 Hour) 
Mon/Wed 6PM: Tues/Thurs 6PM: Wed/Fri 
6AM
Registering for these Programs: Yoga, Zumba, 
CrossFit.

For more information and updated program-
ming schedules, please visit www.Denver-
BoxingAcademy.com or www.LoveUpRising.
org.  You are welcome to stop by and visit us at 
3540 E. 31st Avenue or call Aurelio Martinez 
@720.297.7654 for more information.  We are 
open for the community.

STIx’S
INCOME TAx

SERVICE
3425 E. 28th Avenue
Denver, CO 80205

(303) 831-4377

The 10th Anniversary of 
Doors OPEN Denver will 
be held on April 12th and 
13th. The Denver Archi-
tectural Foundation an-
nually presents this free 
two- day event of tours in 
and around Denver’s most 
interesting buildings. Head-
quarters for 2014 will be at 
1801 California Street. The 

2014 theme Celebrating Neighborhood Archi-
tecture will feature sites and tours in the neigh-
borhoods of Downtown, Capitol Hill, LoDo, 
Santa Fe, Park Hill, Five Points, Highlands, 
Hill Top, Uptown, Cherry Creek, The Mari-
posa District, Golden Triangle, Baker (South 
Broadway), RiNo and the Auraria Campus.

Expert tours, given by architects, docents 
and historians, are also free but do require an 
admission ticket due to limited capacity. 
Self- guided, biking and walking tours will also 
be on the schedule. Some new buildings this 
year are the KPOF Hall, The Growhaus, Topo 
Designs, Denver Water’s Three Stone Houses 
and more!  Details for sites, tours and other 
activities are on www.doorsopendenver.com.

The Denver Architectural Foundation produces 
Doors OPEN Denver and thanks these sup-
porters who help keep the event free: Associ-
ate Sponsor, AIA Denver –Find an Architect; 
Supporting Sponsors: The Davis Partnership, 
PCL, Downtown Denver Partnership, Colo-
rado Homes & Lifestyles, Mortenson, G. E. 
Johnson, Adolfson & Peterson Construction, 
Mikes’s Camera and ArtsBrookfield.

doors open denver
An Annual denver
Favorite
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

2

Read Across 
America Day / Dr. 

Suess Birthday

3 4

Neighborhood 
Caucus

Fat Tuesday / 
Mardi Gras

5

Ash Wednesday

6

Sustainable North 
City Park

6:30 pm
Nature & Science Museum

7 8

International
Working Womens 

Day

9

Daylight Saving 
Time Begins

10 11

North City Park 
Board Meeting

6:30 pm
Scott’s United Methodist

12 13 14

National Potato 
Chip Day

15

16

Palm Sunday/ 
Purim

17

St. Patricks Day

18 19 20
First Day
of Spring/

WNNC Meeting
3-4 pm

21

Good Friday

22

National Goof
Off Day

23

Easter

24

Easter Monday

25

NCPCA Annual 
Meeting

27 27 28 29

30 31 1 2 3 4 5

MARCH |

North City Park real estate update
Like the metro area, our neighborhood saw strong sales data for 2013.  Below is a quick snapshot of 2012/2013.  

      2012   2013   Difference
Total Homes Sold      74   75   
Avg Days on Market     40   25   37% drop
Average Price    $243,776  $269,984  10% increase
Average Price per sq ft  $225   $259   13% increase

Some other fun facts, the oldest home sold in 2013 was built in 1894 while the newest home was built in 2007.  The number of distressed sales was 
down from 15 to 7.  Distressed sales are properties that are sold as a short sale, bank owned or government owned property.  This is a great indicator 
of the strength of the real estate market in our neighborhood.  

2014 is shaping up to be another strong year for our neighborhood as it pertains to residential sales.  Many factors can be attributed to this including 
great brick homes, good neighbors, great proximity to downtown/parks and overall affordability for the city.  

• All information from Metrolist and deemed reliable.  
Any questions about this information, feel free to contact me.  Larry Sondgeroth,  Mavin Realty, 720-298-5434 or larrymavinrealty@gmail.com

egypt in Turmoil | Tuesday, March 11, 2014, 12:30-1:30 pm
The civil unrest that began in late January 2011 with the ouster of former Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak continues to roil this critically important 
Arab country.  Subsequent President Mohammad Morsi, an Islamist and Egypt’s first freely elected leader, was ousted by the army in July 2013 after 
mass protests.  Join Active Minds as we explore the origins and implications of Egypt’s current situation and where this story may go from here. This 
event is sponsored by Balfour at Riverfront Park.

Tattered Cover, 2526 E Colfax, Denver, CO 80206 | Info: 303-322-7727 | Cost: Free
 
The History of Rock ’n’ Roll | Tuesday, March 25, 2014, 5:30-6:30 pm
Emerging as a powerful force on the American music scene in the 1950’s, Rock music has evolved with the decades and now includes many varia-
tions that sound pretty different from the likes of Chuck Berry and Elvis Presley.  Join Active Minds as we return to the roots of Rock ‘n’ Roll and 
trace its history and cultural impact through the years.

Tattered Cover, 2526 E Colfax, Denver, CO 80206 | Info: 303-322-7727 | Cost: Free


